SPIRITISM

What is spiritism? Who are the spirits in spirit-
ism? Is it possible for the living to commune with
the dead? There are a host of people who believe
that the spirits of the dead are floating around
about us, are in our houses, and ever in close
communion with us. It is a common belief in all
countries, and in most religions that the spirits of
the dead are active and present with us. Very ade-
quate provision is made for the future life. Precious
possessionsg are buried with the deceased, as it is

.thought they will need them. This is particularly

true of the heathen religions, They kill the fav-
orite animals; yes, and even the wives of the one
who has died so they will not be lonely in the
spirit world. But, Friends, this is a false doctrine.
It has no basis at all in the Bible.

Dr. James Hyslop says: ‘“Ancestor-worship, in
most cases simply the Spiritualism of the East,
survives as the exponent of immortality.” Contact
With the Other Worlds, p. 14. There is a great deal
of superstition in the religions of heathen lands,
particularly Africa and India. American Indians
believe in the spirits and in their return. Many of
the religions of heathenism are actually spirit wor-
ship in various forms, to appease or to frighten
away the evil spirits, as the case may be.

It is quite unfortunate that Christian people
believe in the same sort of thing. Ernest W, QOalin,
a world leader in Spiritualism, says: “Just think
of it! Ten thousand families in their own homes
are convinced that they are talking to their own
deceased relatives every week . that they have
bridged the gulf dividing this world from the next
and are indulging in heart-to-heart talks with peo-
ple who live in the next world.” London Daily
Mail,” June 16, 1982. Such a fatal deception! While
it is true that there are spirit manifestations on
numerous occasions, we should know who these
spirits are. Are they really the spirits of our loved
ones who have died?

We all know that Satan is a great deceiver,
very clever fellow. While he and his angels never
appear in person, they have devised ways and
means to reach men and women through the so-
called spirits. So we have “SPIRITISM: the theory
that mediumistic phenomena are caused by spirits
of the dead.” Webster. Satan has succeeded in
making people believe that the dead are respon-
sible for all the phenomena of spiritism.

But let us learn what the Bible says of Satan.
In Eze. 28:12, 14 we read: “. . . Thus saith the
Lord God: Thou sealest up the sum, full of wis-
dom, and perfect in beauty. Thou art the anointed
cherub that covereth . . .”” God says that Satan is
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. One time he
was the leader of all the angels of heaven, one of
the covering cherubs. He stood next to the throne
of God.

Let us continue the description in Eze. 28:15,

17 “Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day
‘that theu wast created, till iniquity was found in

thee. Thine heart was lifted 'up because of thy
beauty, ‘thou hast corrupted -thy wisdom by reason

of thy brightness: .. .” Because of his great beauty
Satan became very proud In fact, he decided that
he should be as God Himself.

Isaiah tells us more of Satan’s fall in the 14th
chapter and the 12th verse: “How' art thou fallen
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how
‘art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations!” The entrance of sin into this
universe through Lucifer, son of the morning,
caused much sadness in heaven among the angels
who were not deceived by him.

Then in verses 13 and 14 we read: “For thou
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven,
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation,
in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”
Notice that Satan says I, I, I, I, I. The spirit of
boastfulness and pride are very evident in these
words. He says: “I am going to be like the Most
High God.” This is truly conceit beyond anything
we have ever known.

Again he boasts: “I am going to establish MY
THRONE ABOVE the throne of God.” Satan
thought he could establish his throne above God’s
throne. He began to spread the spirit of rebellion
against God among the angels in heaven, He
tried to cause them to become dissatisfied with
God and His government, and he promised them
all kinds of pleasures and freedam, if they would
follow him. Of course he could not fulfill these
promises, but it was a part of his great deception.

This rebellion of Satan led to war in heaven.
“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither
was their place found any more in heaven.” Rev,
12:7, 8. Just think of it! WAR IN HEAVEN! It
gtartles us when we hear of wars on this earth
among the nations, but to think of a great war in
heaven!

In Rev. 12:9 it gives the outcome of this great
war: “And the great dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiv-
eth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him.” This war
was between Christ and the angels of God, and
Satan and the angels that followed him. Satan and
higsangels were cast out of heaven.

Peace again reigned above the throne of God,
for in verse 10 we read: “And I heard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ: for the accuser of our breth-
ren is cast down, which -accused them before our
God day and night.” It was through Christ that
Satan was overcome in heaven, and it is through

- Christ that we can overcome Satan today.

In Rev. 12:11 it tells how Christians will be
able to overcome: “And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of théir
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto

' the death.” This is referring to the martyrs of the
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Dark Ages who overcame Satan and his snare by
giving their lives for their belief in Christ.

As Satan and his angels were cast out of the
pearly gates, he hissed his wrath and vengeance
back to God, and made it known that he was de-
termined to fight God to the bitter end. Satan hates
God, and everything that pertains to God. He hates
God’s truth, and endeavors in every way to per-
vert it, He works through all possible. means to
corrupt the truth of God, and to corrupt those who
have been created by God in the image of Himself,

Satan and his angels were cast out into this
earth, and the Bible says in Rev. 12:12: “, .. Woe
to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for
the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a
short time.” Many and varied are his deceptions.
Because he has such a short time, he is working
iulg never before to deceive all who- will listen to

im.

We read in Rev. 12:9: “SATAN, which de-
ceiveth THE WHOLE WORLD.” Almost every
important truth taught in the Bible has been coun-
‘terfeited by the devil. His counterfeits are very
clever, so clever that he can deceive the whole
world: Can’t you see, Friends, how it behooves us
to study God’s Word with great diligence, to know
the true and genuine from the false and counter-
feit?

Now Satan has no scruples against using the
lowest forms of deception to lead men astray.
Jesus warns us: ‘“Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a
liar, and the father of it.” John 8:44. Here Christ
tells us that Satan is a MURDERER and a LIAR.

Some people think that the devil is just a joke.
A song was once written called, “The Devil is a
Sissy.” Satan would like to have us believe that
he is a great joke But, dear Friends, HE IS NOT
FUNNY. Some get the idea that he is a strange
looking monstrosity, a horned creature with a
tail, and with a pitchfork in his hand. Satan is
not an ugly creature. At least God did not create
him that way, He was perfect in beauty, not a
clown, and he is a real being, full of wisdom,
shrewdness, and cleverness.

We are told that Satan goes about as a roaring
Iion. He is the master of deception. He does not
hesitate to destroy, for he is a murderer. We know
that he must be a clever fellow, for in Rev. 12:4
we are told that he drew one-third of the angels
of heaven with him in his rebellion. If he could
deceive the angels dwelling in the presence of
God, think how he must be able to deceive the
people of this fallen planet.

Can the devil perform miracles to deceive men?
In Rev. 16:13, 14 it says: ‘“And I saw three unclean
spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out
of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the
spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and to the whole
world, to gather them to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty.” In the 16th verse it says
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that this battle will be at Armageddon. So at the
time of Armageddon, near the end of this world’s
history, these spirits of devils will be working
miracles, deceiving the whole world.

Satan is performing many astounding miracles
in our day. In II Cor. 11:14, 15 we read: “And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light, Therefore it is no great thing if
his ministers also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be according to
their works.” Satan and his ministers can appear
very righteous, Jesus warned of great wonders or
miracles in these last days, deceiving many. Un-
fortunately many people are persuaded more by
miracles than by the plain truths of God’s word.
In Rev. 13:14 it says: “And deceiveth them that
dwell on the earth by the mans of those miracles
which he had power to do . ..” We should be care-
ful to test the ones who claim such miracle working
powers, by the Bible test. God says that the best
way to test such individuals is to see if they speak
according to His law and the testimony of His
prophets. May God help us to be careful that we
may not be swept off our feet by great signs and
wonders.

Satan has misled some of the outstanding
characters of this world’s history through spiritism
and astrology. Edwin C. Hill says: “Major and
minor league fuehrers of Europe went plumb crazy
over astrology during the 16th century. The con-
tinent was torn to pieces by dynastic, religious, and
economic wars.” “Chicago American,” Nov. 16,
1938. Satan is interested in deceiving the world,
and leading it on to destruction. He would love to
destroy all men, for he hates God and it gives him
an opportunity to hurt God by destroying those
who were created in His image.

In the same magazine, “Chicago American,”
Mr. Hill continues: “Even in such civilized coun-
tries as Holland and Italy, court astrologers called
their shots like a pool shark and projected ships
and armies into decades of war and pillage.” Not
only in the 16th century but in the 20th century
the battles of the world have been led by the spirits
of devils.

Kaiser Wilhelm was led by the greatest spirit-
ist medium on the European continent, Madam
Schoen, Practically all the battles of World War
I, that he inspired were the influence of this out-
standing medium. The spirits of the devils truly

‘led nations to war. It is a shame that men will

turn to those who are clairvoyant instead of turn
ing to God and the Bible. The sorcerers can never
save our country or the world. God is our only
hope.

Hitler is another good example of this, It is a
known fact that Adolph Hitler was largely in-
fluenced in his decisions by the members of occul-
tism. God says that it will be these spirits of
devils that will lead the nations on to their final

ruin. Through the centuries Satan led these mighty

warriors from battle to battle in their struggle for
world power. The devil has no particular love for
the Communists, and will probably trick them as
he has the Kaiser, Hitler, and the others. Recently
it was announced over television that President
Eisenhower and others have felt the presence of
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former presidents at the White House—especially
Abraham Lincoln.

The first great lie was told in the Garden of
Eden. The Bible says: “Now the serpent was more
subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden?” Gen. 3:1. Satan knew what God had
told them, and tried to create a bit of doubt by this
question.

Gen. 3:2 and 3 says: “And the woman said unto
the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees

.of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is

in the midst of the garden, GOD HATH SAID, YE
SHALL NOT EAT OF IT, neither shall ye touch it,
LEST YE DIE.” God had carefully instructed Adam
and Eve, and they well knew what the result of
disobedience would be.

Verse 4 of Gen. 3 says: “And the serpent said
unto the woman, YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE.”
God had plainly told Adam and Eve that they were
not to touch the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, for if they did, they would die. But what did

‘Satan say? “YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE.” God

said that if man disobeyed, he would die. Satan
sald, “No, ye shall not die.” .

We might call this the first seance because
Satan used a medium. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
says: “The thing itself (Spiritism), in one form
or another, is as old as history.” The Vital Message,
p. 30. How true this statement is. Satan appeared
to Eve through the most beautiful creature in the
garden, the serpent with beautiful wings. Eve was
fascinated by the beauty and wisdom of the ser-
pent, and believed that he was telling the truth,
that perhaps if she ate of the fruit her eyes would
be opened, and that she would not die.

_ This is the first time that the immortality of
the soul is taught in the Bible. But notice that it
is not taught by God. In the Spiritualist Manual it
says: “Spiritualism is the science, philosophy and
religion OF CONTINUQUS LIFE.” God says that
man is mortal, and that the results of sin are suf-
fering and death. But Satan says: “No, ye shall not
die but have continuous life.” Strange though it
may seem, there are more people who believe the
devil’s lie than what God says.

Let us read a statement by an outstanding
spiritualist, B. W. Sprague: “Spiritualism says
that the dead know more than the living. ‘And the
serpent said unto the woman, YE SHALL NOT
SURELY DIE.’ Gen. 3:4. In this as in many other
Bible passages, THE DEVIL TOLD THE TRUTH,
and THE LORD IS IN ERROR.” Now what do the
spiritualists say? They claim that the devil told
the truth back in the Garden of Eden and that God
told a lie. In other words, the devil was right and
God was wrong.

Going back to ancient times we find that the
nations of old believed in the immortality of the
soul. The Greeks, the Persians, and the Romans
all believed this. But this is not just a doctrine of
the ancient times. Willlam E. Gladstone, an intel-
lectual giant of his day, has said: “The pagan
doctrine of the immortality of the human soul
crept into the back door of the church in the
early centuries.” (Quoted in the ‘“Watchman,”

April 1940.) And it is also becoming a very
prominent doctrine of modern times.

Large numbers of Christian people believe that
the dead are not dead, that there really isn’t any
death. They believe that what we call death is not
death at all but the entrance into a better, fuller
life, It is strange, but true, that more people be-
lieve Satan than God. There are many who do.-not
realize that they are being deceived by the devil.
But Satan is working as he has never worked be-
fore. He has now succeeded in getting practically
all the religions of this earth to believe that there
is no real death.

It seems to make no difference that there is
death all about us in this world. There are millions
of graveyards. Everything decays, rusts, or waxes
old. Even in nature we see death constantly before
us—the flowers dying, the trees shedding their.
leaves, and the grass losing its color. God said
that this eartbh would suffer death as a result of
sin. Satan said that it would not. If men really
believe that death is just the laying down of the
body and taking on of a new life, why would not
men all wish to die as soon as possible in order to
be ushered into this better life? My Friends, BE
NOT DECEIVED. ’

Remember, we are fighting a super-human ad-
versary, and only by the help of God can we expect
to overcome this enemy. God tells us in Eph. 6:12:
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spirit-
ual wickedness in high places.” We are actually
struggling against evil spirits, the spirits of the
devils. It is impossible for us to overcome them in
human strength. Only in the strength of God can
we be victorious.

Spiritualism is one of Satan’s greatest decep-.
tions of our day. Sir William E. Barrett says: “The
foundation of religious life . . . is seriously im-
perilled when the seen is substituted for the un-
seen, the phantasms of the Spiritualistic seance
for the realities of the Kingdom of Heaven . . .
This . . . is a distinct warning against making a
religion of Spiritualism.” The religions of the
world have left themselves wide open to this decep-
tion because of popular belief in the immortality
of the soul.

Where did modern Spiritualism have its begin-
ning? In the United States of America it had its
beginning back in 1848 in Hydesville, New York,
in the home of the Fox family. This family rented
a house and moved into it and soon noticed that
there were unusual noises, such as rappings and
knockings and other unusual sounds. There were
two daughters in the family, sleeping together in
one room. When the noises awoke them at night,
they would call their parents, and the father would
check the windows, and everything else. When he
returned to bed the noises would begin all over
again,

One night Kathryn, the older girl, after listen-
ing to a persistent knocking cried out. “Here,-
split-foot, do this.” She snapped her fingers twice,
and immediately there were two sharp and dis-
tinct knocks in answer to hers. She then asked
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him to knock again, and she would indicate how
many times, and the answer would always come
as she indicated. Finally the girls worked out a
code to transmit messages back and forth. They
then received the message that there was a man
buried down in the basement of their house who
had been murdered there. When they had dug ir
the basement where they were told to, they found
the skeleton of a man. The Fox sisters had stirred
up quite an interest in what they were doing. Peo-
ple started coming from everywhere to see their
demonstrations.

The Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 25, p. 705,
says: “The ‘SPIRITUALISTIC MOVEMENT’
spread like an epidemic.” The Fox sisters had so
much success that they finally made it a profitable
business. They even traveled out of the United
States to demonstrate. Public appearances were
made in a number of places. They continued putt-
ing on these demonstrations until the last years
of their lives. This was the beginning of Spirit-
ualism in North America. The Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana, Vol. 25, p. 422, says: “A wave of interest in
spiritualism spread . . . and the number of ad-
herents . . . mounted above the ten million mark.”

But it was not long until it had also spread to
England and other European countries. Seances
became very popular, particularly in London. There
are literally millions of people who are followers
of Spiritualism in England. The seances are usu-
ally held in darkness or semi-darkness. Voices are
heard that are said to be the voices of loved ones
of those who are gathered at the seance. Some-
times there are rappings, and other unusual phe-
nomena. taking place. Even apparitions appear
that have the likeness of deceased loved ones of
those who are present.

Spiritualism has now become a religion. It de-
nies: Authenticity of the Bible, Personality of God,
Diety of Jesus Christ, Blood Atonement of Jesus,
Resurrection of Jesus, Second Coming of Christ,
and Resurrection of the Dead. God said to Eve,
“Thou shalt surely die,” but Spiritualism teaches
that there is no death, that all who have passed
on still live. ‘

Not only do they deny the necessity of wor-
shipping God and His Son, but they actually pray
to the devil. Prof, W. Chaney, a Spiritualist me-
dium, in a debate with a Christian minister in San
Jose, Calif., prayed thus before beginning the
debate: “O devil, prince of demons . . . I beseech
thee to hear my prayer . . . Bless thy servant in
his labors before thee . . . Enable him to defend
thee . . . so that this audience may realize that
thou art a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering
DEVIL.” We are truly warring against the prince
of the powers of darkness.

From an official Spiritualist publication we
quote: “Spiritualism is God’s message to mortals,
declaring that ‘There is no death,’ that all who
have passed on still live, that there is hope in the
life beyond for the most sinful.” ‘“The Progressive
Thinker,” May 18, 1929. God says, “Thou shalt
surely die,” but Spiritualism says, “There is no
death.” While a good deal of what is done in the
Spiritualist meetings may be branded as trickery,
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the fact remains that when you have substracted
all of the tricks and deceptions there is still a
great deal that is unaccountable. Some of the keen-
est and most critical minds much as Sir Oliver
Lodge of England, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Dr.
Alfred Russell Wallace, and Sir William Crookes
have pronounced these manifestations to be gen-
uine demonstrations of the supernatural.

This does not mean that sclence in general
accepts spiritualism, but some members of the
'scientific groups have tested it, such as Sir David
Brewster and Lord Broughman of England. They
were amazed at what they discovered. Sir David
Brewster after attending a seance given by the
medium Home, one of the most outstanding spirit-
ualists, revealed that he saw tables rise into the
air; and that efforts to grab them and pull them
down were futile. Musical instruments were seen
fioating around in the air and unseen hands played
them. Handkerchiefs would float through the air
and knots would be tied in them without hands,

Perhaps the greatest miracle that was per-
formed by Spiritist Home in the presence of Sir
David Brewster and others, and even written up
in the “Reader’s Digest” was his ability to float
through the air. Home was actually seen float-
ing through the air, out a window, and back
through another window. The scientists present
did everything possible to discover if there was
anything beneath him, or above him, that kept
him suspended; but nothing was found. His clothes
were checked for any substance that would make
him float. Nothing could be found. The conclusion
of the best of scientific minds was that it was an
unexplained phenomenon.

One of the tricks of the spirits is to appear on
photographs. I have seen a number of photographs
that were taken of people, and when they were
developed, a face or faces of deceased loved onés
would appear on the pictures. The only explanation
ig that it is one of the devil’s tricks. It is always
a dangerous thing for people to play around with
the devil and his tricks.

Unfortunately there are people in some lands -
who are devil worshippers, Missionaries from -
India tell of miracles that people do under the
influence of the devil. It is an absolute truth that
people have been known to walk on red hot coals
of fire or put their feet and hands into the flames
of a fire without getting burned. Devil worshippers
have been known to lie on beds of razor-sharp
spikes and not be injured.

When the devil worshippers turn to Christ,
they are often attacked by unseen adversaries,
beaten, and at times bones have been broken.
Jesus tells us of people in His day who were pos-
sessed with demons. When the Lord saw that there
was a desire to be released, He would command the
demons to leave. The Bible records how people
would be torn or thrown violently to the ground
by the devil before he would give them up. (Mark
1:26; 9:20, 26)

Many claim to have seen ghosts of their de-
ceased loved ones. Sometime ago a colporteur sell-
ing religious books encountered a woman whose
son had been lost in World War I, The woman, a
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i that Wﬂl reglly surprise : y
- sustotry-the s irits. T want to say further that it is

- not. wl!e far y{hi

... .borders. on the' occult.'Some go to:fortune tellers
o ‘;:f\and phnnqlogists and soothsayens -of - various

widow living alone, told the colporteur of the won-
derful experiences that she has when her son
appears to her from time to time. The colporteur
adviged her that the next time she has this experi-

. ence she should challenge this spirit in the name
‘af the Lord Jesus Christ, to tell her who he is.
. She was reluctant, but to prove that it was really
h@r son, she consented to do it.

Six weeks later when the colporteur returned

to deliver a book the lady had ordered, the first

thing she wanted to talk about was her experience

-challenging the spirit supposed to be her son. 8he

‘'said: “I found it very difficult to question him, but

- finally ¥ asked him in the name of the Lerd Jesus

.. Christ to te]l me who he was. A horrible look came

.. aver his face, and he literally flung himself out

-+ - of the room. But as he left my presenge, I heard
. the’ wqrds flung back at me, ‘The devil!’” -

- One outstanding religious leader in the Protes-
tam: world wrote an article in the “Reader’s Di-

‘gest”. not long ago telling us that our loved ones
...are living in a spirit world, and that they can ap-

to.us again. But I say in a spirit of love, the

. PeAr.

- devil is'the one who is actually doing these deceit-
- . ful things. Batan and his angels can appear in the
© . likeness of our dear ones, Tryly, as the Bible says,
. he.is deceiving the whole world, Tt is logical that
" people-sheuld be attracted to this false theory that
v, .they can eommunicate with the dead when they
‘ _ a‘rle taught in the: chu;rches that the dead . are really
: . : a W« : B
BT Pleue dear Friends, test the splrit that m&y be -
apmlng to you, and if you are having sueh an .

- ‘experience challenge that spirit in the name of

Jesys to tell you who he is. You may get an answer
yristians to dabble in anything tha.t

types,  Some play with o yija boards and other

thingq .of  that nature. But dear Friends, don't

. play with the devil. ‘ _
Asa lad I remember some trlends of the fam- -
{ua mother and dau, ghter who were spiritists.
appen at their home. They

‘communicated with spirlts, all right, but they were

“'not the spirits of loved ones. They could make

. ‘tableg rise so that no human could push them back

dpwq ‘They used to play with ouija boards, Later

nge things used to

they became fortune tellers in a gypsy tea garden

" ".in New York City. Little did those who had their

- tea leaves read realize that they were playing with
‘individuals who were in very close connection with
‘the devil and his angels.

- A-minister friend of mine moved into 2 home
which he later learned had been the home of a

. spiritualist medium. One night, gnswering a knock

at the door, the family were surprised to ind no

.one there, and no footprints in the snow on the
“porch. This happened again and again. One night
. they heard footsteps going up the outside stairway

to the room above. On investigation, they found
no footsteps in the snow on the stairs, but the bed

“clothes ‘had been torn off, and the bpd was. all

muddy,

The Lord counsels

The minister and his family made it a wital
matter in their prayers that God would keov the
spirits of devils away. Soon such qtu.ngn

- ings ceased. Satan cannot molest God's

when they pray, It is not my purpose to’ trlglmn
you with such stories, but we do need to recognize
ez: the devil is real, and that he is working to
ive men. Many will not believe the truth re-
garding ' hig deceptions.” The editor of “These
Times” once . printed an article entitled, “Are

‘There Ghosts?’ He mentioned the fact that the
.-so-called ghosts are actually spirits of the devils,
evil ansals imipersonating men. One woman wrote
_ the editor saying: “I don't believe what you said
- In the ‘article. I have a sister who appears m me,

smiles, and goes away. I do not believe this is an
evil si:!m." see how willing peaple are to be

’While attending college I happﬂ od lntp s
qm one night and.found a greup of boys with a

deceived?

: B blg. They had a string running through it snd
they were %q,pgllng it iug the air,‘?héy“’gem ask

questions and if it would turn ta the left it meant .
“ves,” to the right it meant “no," The boys were

’ pu fascinated with their experiment, but I left

that room as quickly as I could. I ﬂmu?ht it was
uq:ﬂlcgigm to hapdle God's Word as they were
doing."And, furthermore, I do not believe tlw God
answers our questions in that way. Buch pmztm

" should be left strictly alone.

Mr.-J. W. Daniel verifies this story: “Mr, wil-

liam B, Lanning of Trenton, New ng ‘pot heing
~ really satisfled concerning the rea e{ n‘t

the spirits, held the following ml uy with om
throqﬂl a writing medium. The spirit said that
folks would be happier and better to eonpun the
spirits, that he died an unconverted man,

‘he was happy now. He algo said that the dommd

Chrigtiang were among them, that there was to be
no resyrrection of the dead. no future punishment,
and no day of judgment. - :
eing’ cross examined ‘'by Mr. Lanning, the
spirit. became very angry, but when he demanded
answers. in the name o the Lord, the spirit quqﬂed.
angwering very unwillingly,
“Ig th@ Bﬂ) e me,n “Ye ”»
“Why did you tell me it was right to consult
splms’” “To deceive you.”
“Ape you happy?’ “No, I am muerable »
“Is thepe a hell"" “No, not yet,”
“Do you ex Koct to go there‘"' “Yeos.”
“Whan"" “At the day of judgment.”
“Is there a resurrection of the dead?”’ “Yes.
“Have  you any prospects of hapmnm‘!" "l ha.vo
no hope,”
“Is them a gocd qpirlt among’ you'” “m npt ,

one
“Why did you tell my brothem that thore was?” .
“x wanted to deceive him.” -

~ “Could you decejve him?” “Yoa ”

‘Why"" ‘Because he is a fool.” v

i he a fool?” "Bocqm ho dw uot'

believe e Bible.”

“Gan wu dmiw me’ll “No ” i 7

¥y’ “Because you belie tho Bibh." =
“I want to :hear no more, qbyo tomc!' »

- “Good-bye tbre?er .

RV




trying to- trick us..
“What about King Saul: M
Did ‘he actually see a Hkene

spirit’ was; but won’
Saul went to this

displeased that Saul oonsul
woman, that he slew him. g
. “Rudyard Kipling; '

lish a traffic with discarnate e
entering on a dangerous path.
‘Oh the road to Endor is theé
And the crasiest road of |
Straight it runs to the W
AB it did in the days of
And nothing has changed b1
For such as go down on. te
That old road has never.-b
it is today.” (The cau Agt
Stoddard, preface.)
- Inm Lev. 19:81 1t | ‘ .
have familiar spirits, nm, sier wlzards,
to be defiled by them: T am the
God says not to seek after
~ good enough for me. God o
-is talking about. When Kin
take of consulting a witch, he was:
It was an unpardonable sin. .

Jeeted of God.

'In Deut. 18:10-18 God says.*“ff*here shall not :

be found among you any one that.. . . useth divina-
tion, or an observer of times, or an ‘qnchanter, or
. a witch . or a necromancer (one claiming to
consult with the dead). For ail that th
are ah abomination unto the Logd?
be perfect with the Lord thy ‘God.”.
the sight of God for anyone t
who {8 clairvoyant. They are
servants of the devil, and:
becomes defiled by contact W,
. God says that these t
tfo }-ilim ;?Vebster defines AB
eeling of extreme disgust and
detestation; loathing. If God
He loathes it and abhors
have anything to:do with it,
that spiritualism is ‘an. abons
- better leave it alone. =
God says in Lev. 20:6: “And |
eth after such as have !emllax;km snd atter _
wizards, to go a whoring s
EVEN. SBT MY FACE AG %

and will cut him off from ® - people.”
Spiritualism today is :the sezme:sa;mas practiced
among the heathen nations: epsund:the children
of Israel. We surely do th he tut-off from
among God’s people. : VIS
. _God pronounces even ny nt-on the.
followers ‘of Spiritualtem: “A or ‘woman -
that hath a familar $pivi,. wizard,
ey shall

SHALL SURELY BE PUT90
fm n

y ef ‘devils.

- ‘and tricks can be the spirits of our depa

~ ‘is not. Of Spiritism it
. God 1is. set aside, the Spirit of grace despised, the

~ ‘blood - of the covenant counted an unholy thing.

" .The spirits deny the :deity of Christ, and place

your God.” If -
ags, that is.

de vthe mis-

dm thp.t turn-

-once wrote:
-where men of the highest ability have, so to speak,

-stone them with &tones their blood shall be

them.” Lev. 20:27. Personally, I cannot bel eve
that the :spirits :that come into darkened rooms
and carry on with so many strange monkey shines
‘ted loved

ones. They are the works of the devlL 30d makes

it -clear .that thode who delve into this spirit

businessrave wortlyy of death.
- Can, 'Spirituslism call itself true. Christianity"
B Frankly, dear Friends, it
as been said: “The law of

even the Creator on.a level with themselves.” The

: :/'Great Controversy, p. 562. Spiritualism ‘denies the
‘blood atonement of Jesus Christ. It denies that

.~ " man is mortal, as God says he is. It denies many
o ‘)parts of the. Blble :

‘Sir Arthur Conan Doyle hails spiritualism as a
new revelation, and yet he admits that it is an
unreliable -one,  He says: “Apart from all these

_limitations we have, unhappily, to deal with abso-

lute, COLD-BLOODED LYING on the part of
wicked or mischievous intelligences.. . , There is

= nothing more puzzling than the fact that one may:
- get a long connected: deseriptlon with every detail

given, and that it may prove entirely to be a con<

| coction.” The New Revelation, p. 123. So the so-

called spirits lie. Sometimes they tell BIG LIES.

"Can you believe that your loved one would appear

to you and then lie to you? How can true Chris-
tians believe in such deceptions!
Dr. A. B, Childs says: “The lower spirits seek

‘to undo the good work of the higher, and to har-

rass and to annoy . They will deceive us for
their amusement . But wise spirits, who are to
us the revelators and executors of the divine will,
DESIGNEDLY DECEIVE US FOR OUR GOOD.”

The Banner of Light, Oct. 26, 1864. What kind of
" religion is this? Dr. Childs admits that all the

spirits lle, so which would you dare believe .of

-what they tell' you?

Sir Oliver Lodge, a devoted Spiritualist, kept a
very complete record of the communications with

_his dead son Raymond. What glorious revelation

of the life beyond does he bring? Raymond says

. that there are trees and flowers, streets and brick

houses in heaven, He did not want to wear white

* robes, so they allowed him to have a suit, wool

worsted, he thought. He said that the dead from
the battleflelds were given whiskey, soda, and

..cigars. Can a Christian believe such things, ‘that

the heavenly beings are using whiskey, soda, and

wclgars?

Dr. L. S. Winslow, 8 lecturer on mental dlseases,
“I' could quote many . . . instances

neglected all, and followed the doctrines of spirit-
ualism, ONLY TO END THEIR DAYS IN A LUNA-
TIC ASYLUM.” Spiritualistic Madness, p. 29. It is
generally conceded by many authorities that the

- mind is weakened by spiritualistic practices. It is

actually the giving over of one’s mind to a higher

. power, and that power is of the devil. It is a very
- dangerous’ thing to- allow anyone except God to
- rule the mind.




J. -dfthrey Raupert, K.S.G., Catholic Specialist
on Spiritualism, says: “Let it once be clearly and
fully known that these ‘dear ones’ on the other

. side ‘of life RUIN AND DESOLATE HOMES, that

they drive men and women to destruction and to
the madhouse, that they UNDERMINE RELIG-

- IOUS FAITH AND CONFIDENCE, and . . . bring
- about an utter weariness and detestation of the

duties of the present life.” (Quoted in God Speaks,

.. p. 5619.) The so-called ‘“dear ones” on the other - -

side that ruin and desolate homes, could not pos-

" sibly be qur dead loved omnes, or holy angels.
_Surely they would not want to drive us to destruc- -

tion and madness. The fact that the spirits in
spiritism lie and deceive those who consylt them,
is evidence that they are the spirits of devils.
What does actually happen to a man when he
dies? Job 16:22 says: “When a few years are come,
then I shall go the way whence I SHALL NOT

"RETURN.” Job surely did not intend to come

back and visit with his loved ones. In the recent
B;igey Murphy escapade we find a distinct con-
tradiction between the re-incarnation theory of
this deceptive experience, and the Bible truth.

ceqrding to the young woman who claimed, in
the state of hypnotism, that she was once a person
called Bridey Murphy, she had returned to her
house after she died. This is a direct contradiction

"' of the Bible.

~ Again Job says: “The eye of him that hath
seen me shall see me no more . . . He that goeth
down to the grave SHALL COME UP NO MORE.
He shall return no more to his house, neither shall
his place know him any more.” Job. 7:8-10. God

_revealed many things about the dead to His trusted

servant Job. Many believe that the spirits of the
dead return to haunt their former houses. This is
just another trick of the devil. He and his angels

love to play tricks on gullible human beings. But

God says that the dead do not return.

When David lost his little son he said: “But
now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I
bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he
shall ‘not return to me.” David made it clear that
the dead do not return. Some day we shall go to

-them, but they do not come to us now. David knew

that it was impossible to return once a person is
dead, Anyone .of intelligence should know that our
loved ones would not be party to such silly tricks
as the spirits play in the haunted houses, or in the
spiritist seance. The spirits act like monkeys and
clowns in such cases, which is evidence enough
that they are the mad demons of hell.

The Bible tells us that the dead are not able to
communicate with the living because they are not
conscious. of anything that is going on in this
world. In Eccl. 9:5, 10 God tells us: “For the liv-
ing know that they shall die: but the dead know
not a ing . . . Whatsoever thy hand findeth to
do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.”

There are many who are putting their trust in
their departed loved ones. But God says: “His
breath goes forth . ., In that very day his thoughts
perigsh .. .” Ps. 146:4. In the 115th Psalm, the 17th
verse, it says: “The dead praise not the Lord . . .”

And in Job 14:21 we read: “His sons come to
honour, and he knoweth it not . . .” If the dead

‘cannot think, they certainly cannot influenece us
-or have anything whatever to do with us. The
dead cannot return to any kind of seance. In fact,

they cannot even praise the Lord, for they know
not anything.
. Dear Friends, the dead are not in heaven, or in

- hell, or in paradise, or in purgatory, or in any

other place but the grave. Jesus said: ‘“Marvel
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that have done
gvizlé lzlgto the resurrection of damnation.,” John

Paul tells us that the dead are asleep. In I Thess.
4:16, 17 it says: “For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” So if
the dead are sleeping in their graves until the
end of the world, it is absolutely impossible for the
living to commuynicate with the dead. The Lord
has warned us against these great deceptions of
Satan.

Remember, there is a great controversy going
on between good and evil. While we are surrounded
with evil angels, we are also surrounded by good
angels of God, Satan is particularly anxious to
keep us from obeying God’s commandments. He
is still in rebellion against God’s government of
law and order. He will try to get you and me to
disobey God even in one point, if possible. When
he succeeds, there must be a leering look of glee
upon his face, for he knows that he has another
soul on the downward road to destruction, one
who will burn with him in the lake of fire in the
end.

Jesus is standing at the door of your heart to-
night. Dear Friend, won’t you let Him in? If you
submit to Satan’s authority long enough, your
conscience will finally become seared as with a
red hot iron. The Bible says that many will belieye
a lie rather than the truth of God. Who is the
ruler of your life tonight? Jesus Christ, or Satan?
To whom will you yield your allegiance? If you
have not made a complete surrender of your will

_ to God, Satan will know that, and he will do every-
thing in his power to weaken your will so that
‘you will not desire to do what is right.

. Friends, I hope that you will realize your utter
dependence upon Jesus and the holy angels of
God. If you do not, then Satan will rob you .of
eternal life. Christ died to redeem us from the
slavery of sin and the power of the devil. May
God help us to cling to Him, Jesus is the only one
who can deliver us. We must refuse to adhere to
Satan's deceptions in any way, shape, or form. We
are nearing the end, and Satan, knowing that his
time is short, is working as never before, More
than ever we need Jesus. May God help us to sur-
render our lives to Him. Then He can and will
save us.
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